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My Say. 


To many, Shorthand is an art not unshrouded in mystery. 
Certain it is that it has come to us through the dark ages, 
although there have been men in recent years who claim to 
have invented it. 

To the casual observer the signs of the “ Swiftograph” 
Alphabet do not differ from those of any other system. 

Originality has been advanced by some shorthand authors 
for straight lines and curves, but it is out of my province, as 
they were used by reporters in trials presided over by Czsar. 

It is in the reconstruction of them and the formation of 
ingenious rules, that a great change is caused. The features 
embodied in “ Swiftograph” are non-existent in any other 
system of shorthand, one of which is that it 7s adapted to the 
common orthography. Such a characteristic will be recognised 
as all important by the teachers of the future, several years’ 
experience having convinced me that writing by sound is not 
the easy matter it appears on the surface. Apart from the 
cry that it develops bad spelling, it is only necessary to solicit 
the opinion of anyone acquainted with phonetics to test the 
veracity of such a statement. 

When I look at what shorthand authors have resorted to in 
their endeavour to accomplish phonetic writing, I can but 
marvel at the lack of foresight displayed by many of them. 

The following will suffice as an example of what has to be 


acquired in all such systems before the student can hope to 
write shorthand. 


PHONETIC, 
Kum out tu nit. 


“SWIFTOGRAPH.” 
Come out to night. 


TS 


With the latter system not only do we write accordi 

the common spelling, but also in the majority of w Ng to 
Ords on the 
longhand slope 2s well. 

Only those acquainted with geometric methods can a, 
ciate the labour saved by such means. Ppre. 

Again, the characters being all of one thickness, nicet 

> 5 . ‘Y of 
shading 1s abolished, and as there are but ‘wo sizes 
them, instead of three or four, confusion is totally Rlltsiistea” 

In addition, xo alternative hooks, loops, halving or doublin 
principles are employed. s 

Of course it possesses many other points of superiority, 
far in advance of any system of shorthand ever invented—a 
leading one being its application to Foreign languages, a few 
of which I have dealt with on the last page of this book. 

Such a feature alone should stamp it the greatest triumph 
achieved in the annals of the “ winged art.” 

Its unique simplicity is the wonder of the shorthand world 
—for. in its present stage, beyond az Alphabet of twenty-six 
sig’ s,a dozen Rules, and a short list of Abbreviations—there is 
nothing more to learn. 

In fact, the complete theory of “ Swiftograph” can be 
thoroughly acquired in an hour, thousands having succeeded 
in reading and writing it from a knowledge of the Alphabet 
alone. 

Although this system does not depend upon arbitrary or am- 
biguous devices to atiain high speeds, ‘ it gets there” just the 
same. The principles of the “ Self-Instructor ” when put into 
practice, give a speed of over a hundred words per minute, 
which has been found sufficient for ordinary commercial 
purposes: but if a verbatim rate is required, the acquisition of 
a few hints given in ‘‘ The Reporter,” will yield it. Whata | 
contrast when we look at any of the phonetic systems, which 
to begin with, necessitate the mastery of a vowel arrangement 
of long and short sounds that are sufficient to drive any 
ordinary mortal into a lunatic asylum, the sting of which is 
only felt when the poor student learns later on in his studies | 
that they are omitted in practice and he must rely on the 
context to replace them. i 

No phonetic system in its reporting stage, to quote a few 


examples, can indicate with certainty the difference between 
beach or beech, brake or break, canon or cannon, cast or 
caste, course or coarse, counsel or council, hoop or whoop, 
indite or indict, key or quay, metal or mettle, waste or waist, 
yet in ‘“‘Swiftograph” every word is shown with exact pre- 
cision. 

Phonetic systems in addition demand the acquisition of 
hundreds of arbitrary rules, exceptions, and grammalogues. 

Can it be wondered why thousands, who commence the 
study, give it up in despair, and that many who do succeed in 
mastering it, find difficulty at times in reading what they have 
written, as, owing to the complexity of such systems, words can 
be written in several different ways—while in “ Swiftograph,” 
as it is @ strictly althabetical method, impossibility arises to 
write a word more than one way. The characters representing 
the “Swiftograph” vowels are made to join the consonants 
in a natural order, which avoids lifting the hand to insert 
them by detached dots, ticks, or position rules. 

It is to remove all these and other intricate inconsistencies 
I have mentioned, together with the failure that has sur- 
rounded the acquisition of shorthand in the past, I beg to offer 
my creation ‘‘ Swiftograph,” and in doing so, I only ask that it 
may stand or fall according to its merits, for with a reform so 
drastic, prejudice and opposition will have to be encountered ; 
yet I fear neither, as my faith is sufficient in the work I here 
produce, to believe there are some who will welcome “ Swifto- 
graph” on account of its time-saving advantages, and I 
humbly think that the attainment of such an end is one of the 
most laudable ambitions of mankind. 


FREDERICK FANT ABBOTT. 


“My Say” to the Fifteenth Edition. 


The marvellous rapidity with which “ Swiftograph” has 
spread, and the success it has met with, challenges comparison. 
for during its short career it has been taught in more Schools 
and Colleges than any other system in the world. To-day, in 
spite of tremendous opposition and misrepresentation, it 
forges ahead, proud of a record so brilliant as to stand without 
a parallel in the history of shorthand writing. 

Bak. A, 


Important Notice. 


A list of over a thousand Schools and Colleges, by which 
this system has been adopted, together with Reviews, 
Opinions of Experts, Head Masters, Teachers, and Journalists, 
will. be sent by the Publishers on receipt of a stamped 
addressed envelope. 


Postal Instruction. 


To any Student who may desire further information, Mr. 
Abbott answers questions in detail for 7/6 a letter, inclusive of 
correcting an exercise of not more than 50 lines of a news- 
paper column. His address is 

11, Warwick LANE, 
Lonpon, E.C. 


s 


The Swiftograph Alphabet. 


woe. ee TS 
/e (3A 
(2a) a a oo Ge 
“NM a rh NC 
9! cn ¥i ; yes 
OR tr ai . Ea 

te ee Op 4 ; Pe EOr ee 
Ng, ee I) 
Ib AGA cstv tralia pe ect 


Rules of the System. 


The word “up” which appears at the side of the 
vowels - e, ~*° i, —~ u, means they arE ALWAys 
written in an UPWARD DIRECTION to distinguish them from 
their opposites / s and if g, thu 7° is, 2 sit, 
7 egg, hut. z 1 is dotted on THE LEFT SIDE 
to mark the difference between it and / s, -+ zeal, 
+ seal, DouBLED LETTERS are indicated by placing 
a small TICK BELOW as Lee foot, vA glass. Tue 
EXCEPTION io this rule is when double e AIRES in such 
words as 4 sleep, Je feel. Each worD: WHERE 
IN FULL IS WRITTEN ACCORDING TO ORDINARY SPELLING 
AND THE CHARACTERS ARE JOINED TOGETHER WITH- 
OUT LIFTING THE PEN. When writing a word the first 
letter should commence so as to end the word on the 
Rin Gp oy (Al, Pole oy mi ty WA ee 
jhe £0, of hug, ~ it, —~ jam, W hit, 7 leg, 
> man, ~ nap, 1, own, Cv pet, c~ quit,O—red, 
4 say, 77 top,-T up, de van, es oye extra, 

Ww yet. When the vowels a and i COME TOGETHER 


to avoid the angle they are rounded off INTO A CURVE 


WRITTEN UP ~ bail, G fail, ly hail,» gail, 


~~ mail; e and a together are also slurred up oNLy 
ON THE LEFT INSTEAD OF THE RIGHT / seat, he . peal, 
~~ heal, ~~ meat, ~~ neat. 


When a follows o it is indicated thus —— 


vw € ” 1; ” ah peat 
es) ua ig eel. es ” fh weal 
» e@ » Uy ” Si cae 


ete, nn. / 
Loaf cay) road g—~— loan =—~ roang—~ field }~— 
die > lie <~ glue L£ 

Write the cirtles 1 © and r O INSIDE CURVES AND 
OUTSIDE ANGLES & Chmeicentas (ft; y gla, 

ff gra, —p ork, C_, blood, J» fiddle, ws glass, 
df grape, Le work. ‘ 

Trace the circles 1 » and r O BEFORE AND AFTER 

VOWELS in the same DIRECTION AS THE HANDS OF A CLOCK 
MOVEMMNGENIE le le, o— 0, «~~ lu, —- al, —o el, 
- il, —. ol, —~ ul. The same positions for o 7, 
lap, a Wet, lip ~ lot, lute. — all, 
ds fell, - hill, + pole, ? full, o~ ran, o— red 
Hq rip, oz rope, oo rut. 


Compounds. 


em or im. en or in. bd bt. ch. de or di, 
is = s 
te or ti. C & a 
L 
th. oi. ou. 


au. 
haa we — up ess 
The above are the separate signs joined together, no 


break being necessary to show e or i BEFORE m or n, 


or e or i AFTER d or t. 


The same rule applies to the consonants dd@ G bt C 
ch ¢ th —™ and to the DIPHTHONGS au ay oi 
ou A ALWAYS CURVED UP. ice empty arcs impel 
2 enjoey Deo infer" C_ rob'd eC. debt“ ~~ chum 
\? deter\_~ dine - laugh ~ the — oil wy, foul. 

A proper name is signified by placing the character 
representing n — under it, thus— ae Mr. Brown, 

\“p York. The full stop is made in the usual way. 
A “Got placed on the top of a figure signifies hundreds, 
as 7—700; at the side or centre, thousands, 7-—7,000; 


underneath, millions, 7—7,000,000. 
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Omissions. 


The vowels a and o are omitted before m and n except 
. initially, and in rare words; thus < can —{ canopy. 
i ey. compel, ~~~ comment. The vowel e may be left 
out in such words as~“~ us'd, «__, kiss'd. ors are 
Bomitiea in common words such as ~ it, — in, 7 “is, 


7 if, Be. 
Terminations. 


For the termination ing usen ~ using Lem 
foneiun’~ action <7 
” ” ight ,, t ~ (below) night ~ 


» » 


_ It is only necessary to write the first syllable of long 
rity as the context suffices to complete them. Should the 
atter written be of a technical nature, the endings can 
be joined-or detached. be education, 7 wnani- 
| ia mously, —<, occasion, ayy population, G- appre- 
ciated, - agricultural, _¢ __ diplomatic. 


DRS: student may abbreviate any word according to his 
j afeetion as long as by doing so it does not EGR 
with the sense of the sentence, and requires no conscious 


7 thought in writing or translating it. 


Abbreviations, 
a — aoran ad~_y had tn — > than 
abt 6 about v have tiv they 
als -~ always h 4 he ta that 
m 2 amorlam n - _ in, no ts ~~ this 
amt-—~ amount md~~—made tr \9 their or there 
nd —~ and mno-™ man tap <4 through 
r are SY Dany, u a under 
b be, but mo-~—more vr very 
bn been mst most, must w | was 
be because na ~— name wt L what 
bt between nt ~~ not wisr U whatsoever 
cn can o — of wr a where or were 
ed could nly - only wen {. when 
d do par C, parliament wo pe who 


p (people ol —> whole 

for qu QO question ch §$ which 

from sd (> said 1 oo will 

friend sh 4 shall wth eer 

good,go su 4 should wid eerora 

great tito) wd wa 
\ 


government th \7 the y you 


(eG 2 SATO 
g 


' READING EXERCISES. 


QS 


To be or not to be, that is the question. Do all the 


(ere 41K O. pay, oS 


you can; to all the people you can; in all the ways 
ere Fe nae 
u can; and as long as ever you can. ‘Time and tide 
a~ wT / yy NON 3 Sav 
t for no man. & Hs not the best carpenter who 
pamow~o Gel 
the most chips. In the family, as in’ the State, 
en ts @etania [ER ex ERS 
jo best source of wealth is economy. Man, who Gee 
5 LF = if qT Eo Sa he ow 
would be, must rule the empire of hiinself. Lope the best, 
Oe ae 
t ready for the worst, and then take what God chooses 
cosas be we L Ls, — 
to send. Put not your trust in money, but put your money 


Meet 4 om (6-2 


rust. ‘The best way to refute a slander is to live it 
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Brutus on Julius Cesar. 


Hear me for my 
vO —~ 3} —~ 
cause, and be silent, that you may hear! believe me for 
Ah a. 
mine honour, and have respect to mine honour, that you 
Per > ap 
may believe ; censure me in your wisdom, and awake your 
— GE Ynw~n 8 Ue —~Y i e) 
senses, that you may the better judge. If there be sang in. 
RS Nee (ae eS) (C YO 
this assembly, any dear friend of Czsar’s, to him I say, 
cemrcye RIO a= Pe 
that Brutus’ love to Cesar was no less than his, If then 
— bao ey | nant 
that friend demand why Brutus rose against Czsar, this is 
my answer—Not that I love Cesar less, but that I loved 


2 = ioe CE cp | i amenagy| 
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‘Rome more. Had you rather Cesar were living and die 
ovo: "SSS ona ef d YL mw ea 
aA ee 

all slaves, than that Czesar were dead, to live all free men? 


os apa d~ gre. 


Cesar soved me, I weep for him; as he was fortunate, I 


rejoice at it; as he was valiant, 1 honour him, but, as he 


Pr Re es A) Cont a 
ambitious, I slew him. There is tears for his love; 


Mec St 


r his fortune; honour for his valour; and death for 


ambition. Who is here so base that would be a 
foc a i= eye G = le ( i 
man? If any, speak ; for him have I offended. Who 
5 Ce 


so rude that would not be a Roman? I pause for 


eos LT (a ) 
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Writing Exercise. 


Speech to the Students by the Lord Rector of 
Edinburgh University. 


J will remind you that it is not books alone, or by books 
chiefly, that a man becomes in all points a man, Study to 
do faithfully whatsoever thing in your actual condition you 
find either expressly or tacitly laid to your charge. That 
is your post; stand at it like a true soldier. Silently devour 
the many chagrins of it, as all human situations have many, 
and see you aim not to quit it without doing all that it at 
least required of you. A man perfects himself by work much 
more than by reading. They are a growing kind of men 
that can wisely combine the two things; wisely, valiantly 
can do what is laid to their hand in their present sphere, 
and prepare themselves withal for doing other wider things 
if such lies before them. 

There is a very great necessity indeed of getting a little 
more silent than we are. It seems to me the finest nations 
of the world—the English and the American—are going all 
away into wind and tongue. (Applause and laughter.) But 
it will appear sufficiently tragical by-and-bye—long after 
Iam away out of it. Silence is the eternal duty of a man. 
He won’t get any real understanding of what is complex, 
and what is more than any other pertinent to his interests 
without maintaining silence. “Watch the tongue” is a very 
old precept and a most true one. I do not want to dis- 
courage any of you from your Demosthenes, and your 
studies of the niceties of language and all that. Believe me, 
I value that as much as any of you. I consider it a very 
graceful thing, and a proper thing, for every human creature 
to know what the implement which he uses in communicating 


| Every word in this translation is written separately—no two 
outlines being joined together. 


EY a af eer 
eet ee On ae ag Lm ee 


Oe aa) d a Ss ES 
mY oor (omcscaeias eae 


Me eti a ga ~~ A 
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his thoughts is, and how to make the very utmost of it. 
I want you to study Demosthenes, and know all his excel- 
lencies. At the same time, I must say that speech does not 
seem to me on the whole to have turned to any good 
account. 

Finally, gentlemen, I have one advice to give you, 
which is practically of very great importance, though a 
very humble one. 

I have no doubt you will have among you people 
ardently bent to consider life cheap for the purpose of 
getting forward in what they are aiming at, and you are 
to consider throughout much more than is done at present, 
that health is a thing to be attended to continually—that 
you are to regard that as the very highest of all temporal 
things for you. (Applause). There is no kind of achieve- 
ment you could make in the world that is equal to perfect 
health. What are nuggets and millions? The French 
financier said, ‘‘ Alas, why is there no sleep to be sold?” 
Sleep was not in the market at any quotation. (Laughter 
and applause.) 

The operations we have got into are destructive of 
health. You cannot, if you are going to do any decisive 
intellectual operation—if you are going to write a book— 
at least I never could, without getting decidedly made ill 
by it, and really you must, ifit is your business—and you 
must follow out what you are at sometimes at the expense 
of health, only remember at all times to get back as fast 
as possible out of it into health. 


Seen te we Ese 
Ps oe eS  ) 


fey m4 


Oe ee ay 


tm ign Loy ~n 


MMM oy (toys 


mP~ ie. a 


L)L ~—eve-—~..-~7 
ne ao INO) be 


ES tees 


oo ho GQ “7 ~~~. 


22 


ENGLISH. 


The true value of my invention will only be recog- 
nised when I am beyond the reach of honours it 
should bring me. 


ae hae etre — 
ah aw am fw. 


FRENCH. 


On ne saura la vraie valeur de mon invention que 
quand je ne serai plus 14, pour jouir des honneurs. 
qu'elle aménera. 


GERMAN. 


Der wahre Wert meiner Erfindung wird erst erkannt 
werden wenn ich die Ehre, die sie mir bringen” 
sollte, entriickt bin. . 


austen 0 e 
LATIN. 


Tum -demum haec inventio mea vere’ xstimabitur 
quum mortuus non honores mihi viventi debitos 
consequi ‘potuero. 


aaa 


wae wf 
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jJTHE 


“ Swiftograph ” 


Reporter. 


Price’ Three Shillings. 


TueE above work not only contains new and novel methods 
for the attainment of a verbatim speed, but in addition 
abounds with copious and interesting exercises based on the 
principles of this book, combining abundant practice if 
necessary, independent of journalistic requirements. 

The exercises at the present stage include essays on 
“Youth,” “ Inventors,” “ Never Own to being Poor,” ‘ Social 
Ruin,” ‘Fourteen Great Mistakes,”. ‘An Englishman’s 
Privileges,” “ Music,” and “ Publishing a Book,” with speeches 
in the reporting style by Lord Salisbury, the Duke of 
Devonshire, Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman, and Mr, Arthur 
Balfour, M.P. 
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Shorthand World 


Editor—F. FANT ABBOTT. 


An impartial Magazine for Writers of all Systems. 
Devoted to “Swiftograph” and the interests of Clerks in 


general. 


BRIGHT, BREEZY, AND UP-TO-DATE. 


ISSUED MONTHLY. PRICE SIXPENCE. 


